Visteon pensioners’ plight now with UK minister
Bethan Jenkins AM has received assurances from First Minister Rhodri Morgan that the case of 700 former car workers fighting for their full pensions is now being considered by Yvette Cooper, the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions.
Responding to a question from Ms Jenkins, the Plaid Cymru AM for South Wales West, over what assurances he had received from the UK Government after he made representations to the Secretary of State for Wales over the plight of Visteon pensioners, Mr Morgan told the Assembly that Peter Hain had written to Ms Cooper, and was now waiting to hear back from her.
Former workers at Visteon could lose as much as half of their entitlements after the company, which was spun out of Ford in 2000, applied to enter the government-administered Pension Protection Fund (PPF).
Ms Jenkins said: “The First Minister acknowledged that Visteon workers have been disadvantaged and that we must do all we can to help them. The Visteon Pensions Action Group is not only claiming that Ford reneged on a promise over pensions made when Visteon was created. They also argue that a £1.3bn black hole in the PPF makes the scheme unsustainable, which would make the paying out of their pensions at least difficult, if not impossible.
“Mr Morgan felt that meeting Visteon workers, as I had requested, would not advance their case. I will now call for a meeting with Peter Hain to further impress upon him the seriousness of the situation for many of these workers, who have done nothing more than work hard and save hard, sometimes for up to 30 years. They deserve better.”
Best wishes, 
Duncan Higgitt 
Press and Political Officer
Bethan Jenkins AM South Wales West
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